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This is a partial list of symbols used in the Book of Revelation, as well as in 
other parts of the Bible, with their meaning given by the Word of God.  

For every dark saying in God's Word, there is a Scripture somewhere else 
that will put light on it. 

1. Two Witnesses—The Word and the Spirit. 
2. Seven Seals—Seven periods of time through the Gospel Day. 
3. Seven Candlesticks— The Church present throughout the seven periods 
of the Gospel Day 
4. Seven Vials—Judgment against falsity. 
5. Water—People. 
6. Stars— God’s people in their role of ministry 
7. Sword—The Word of God. 
8. Keys—The Word of God. 
9. Hidden Manna—The Word of God. 
10. Morning Star—The morning light or the morning-time ministry. Also 
Jesus Christ (Rev 22:16) 

11. Mount Zion—Church of God. 
12. Lightning—Light on God's Word by the power of the Spirit. 
13. Thunder—Understanding of past happenings. The voice of God in 
judgment 
14. Sun—The new covenant. 
15. Moon—The old covenant. 
16. The Lamb—Christ. 
17. Horses—Spiritual warfare. 
18. Earthquake—The quaking of earthly things under the power of God. 
19. Mountains—Places of worship. 
20. Islands—Creeds of men. 
21. Incense—Prayer. 
22. Hail—Solid truth. 
23. Fire—The Word or the Spirit. 
24. Wormwood—Bitterness. 
25. Euphrates—Babylon's defense or stronghold. 
26. Sea—People. 
27. Rivers and Fountains—Experiences of salvation. 
28. Armageddon—Spiritual conflict. 
29. Horns—Power. 
30. Sea of Glass—The Word of God. 
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31. Anti-Christs—Spirits against Christ. 
32. The Great City—Babylon. 
33. The Bride—The church. 
34. The Dragon—Paganism. 
35. First Beast—Papalism. 
36. Second Beast—Protestantism. 
37. False Prophet—Protestantism. 
38. Bow—The new covenant. 
39. Trees—People. 
40. Ships—Ministers. 
41. Bottomless Pit—Earthly position without a Bible foundation. 
42. Two Olive Trees—The Word and the Spirit. 
43. Seat—Power of Authority. 
44. Michael—Christ. 
45. Pure River Water of Life—The Spirit of God. 
46. Great Chain—The Holy Spirit's power to bind. 
47. Fornication—Church joining. 
48. Smoke—Glory. 
49. Four Beasts and Twenty-Four Elders—The redeemed of all ages. 
50. Locusts—A false ministry with false doctrines. 
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A 
ADULTERY:  Spiritually it is the unlawful joining together in fellowship and worship. 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 2:21-22 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Jeremiah 3:1-9; Ezekiel 23:1-3, 36, 37; 2Corinthians 6:14-18 

AIR:  When used as a symbol it represents the prevailing spiritual atmosphere 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 9:1-2; 16:17 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Ephesians 2:1-3  

ALTAR:  A sacred place of worship and sacrifice  

 REFERENCE: Revelation 6:9; 11:1 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Genesis 12:7-8; Isaiah 56:7 

ANGELS:  As a symbol represent ministers or messengers whom God uses to carry out 

his will.  This is also true of the devil's ministers or messengers. 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 1:20; 5:2; 12:7-9; 22:8-9 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: 2 Corinthians 11:13-15; Galatians 4:14 

ANTICHRISTS:  Any spirit or person who opposes Christ. 

 REFERENCE: 1 John 4:1-3 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: 1 John 2:18, 22; 2 John 1:7 

ARK:  In symbol represents the presence of God 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 11:19 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Exodus 25:17-22; 30:6 

ARMAGEDDON:  The spiritual conflict between truth and error; the Kingdom of God 

versus false religion.  This battle was also known as "Megiddo" which is literally the 

battle of the kings. 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 16:14-16 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Judges 5:19; 2 Kings 23:29 

ARMIES:  A body or host engaged in spiritual (ecclesiastical) warfare. 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 9: 16; 19:14, 19 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Joel 2:11; 2 Timothy 2:1-3 

ARROW:  A weapon of warfare used in symbol to depict the conflict between right 

and wrong; truth and error. 

 REFERENCE: Jeremiah 50:14 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Psalm 64:1-10; 91:5; Jeremiah 9:8 

ATE:  To receive the contents of a book in the mind and heart 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 10:8-10 
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 CROSS-REFERENCE: Psalm 19:10; 119:103; Jeremiah 15:16; Ezekiel 2:8; 3:1-3, 14 

 

 
Notes 
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B 
BABYLON:  Any and all false religion including Paganism, Roman Catholicism and 

Protestantism.  It particularly symbolises the apostate church evolved from 

Catholicism and her counterpart Protestantism.  God uses the name Babylon in 

reference to the confusion of the traditional or man-made religions. 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 14:8; 16:19 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Genesis in 11:9; Daniel 3:1-7; 5:1-4 

BALAAM:  Symbolically represents the hireling ministry 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 2:14 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Numbers 22 

BALAC(K):  Symbolically represents those who are willing to buy or bribe the ministry 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 2:14 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Numbers 22:1-7; 15-21 

BALANCE SCALES:  A symbol of scarcity.  The means used to distribute by authority 

that which is of value, either spiritually or literally, at a price. 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 6:5 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Proverbs 11:1-2; Ezekiel 4:16; Daniel 5:25-27; Amos 8:11 

BARLEY:  The opinions of men sent forth as doctrine and substituted from God's 

Word.  Barley compare to wheat it is a cheaper and inferior grain that was often fed 

as food for horses. 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 6:6 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: 1 Kings 4:28; 1 Corinthians 2:1-5 

BEAST:  (from Greek word thērion) A religious kingdom on earth established by men. 

Unregenerate man united by religion 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 13:1, 11 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Daniel 7:3-8, 17-25; 1 Corinthians 15:32; 2 Peter 2:12; Jude 10 

BINDING & LOOSING:  The spiritual power of permitting law prohibiting.  Preventing 

or allowing to have freedom in church affairs. 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 20:1-4 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Matthew 16:18-19 

BIRDS:  A symbol for spirits 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 18:2 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Matthew 3:16; : 24:28 

BLACK:  Sin or ignorance; without light; darkness. 



  
Page 7 

 
  

 REFERENCE: Revelation 6:5, 12; 8:12 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Isaiah 50:1-3; John 3:18-20; 12:35-36; Jude 13 

 

 

 

BLIND:  The spiritual inability to perceive and discern; ignorant 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 3:17 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Matthew 13:11-17; 15:14; 2 Corinthians 4:3-4; Ephesians 

1:17-18 

BLOOD:  Guilt.  Can save you or condemn you. 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 8:7-8; 14:20 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Ezekiel 22:4; 33:1-6; Matthew 23:34-39; 27:25; Acts 20:26 

BOTTOMLESS PIT:  Doctrines or dogmas with out Bible foundation. 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 9:1-2; 17:8 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: 1 Corinthians 3:11; James 3:13-17  

BORN ON "EAGLES" WINGS:  Symbolic of God's protection.   

 REFERENCE: Revelation 12:14 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Exodus 19:4; Deuteronomy 32:11; Isaiah 40:31 

BOW:  Denotes both the word of God and the New covenant  

 REFERENCE: Revelation 6:2 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Jeremiah 50:14, 29; Habakkuk 3:9 

BRASS:  Symbolises strength and hardness. 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 1:15 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Judges 16:21; Job 40:18; Daniel 10:6 

BRAZEN SERPENT:  A type of Christ. 

 REFERENCE: John 3:14 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Numbers 21:9  

BRIDE:  The true Church of God 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 21:2, 9 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: John 3:27-29; Ephesians 5:21-32 

BRIDEGROOM:  Christ. 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 18:23 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Matthew 9:15; John 3:27-29 

BRIDLE:  Symbolic of guidance through the ministry 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 14:20 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: James 3:2-3 
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BRIMSTONE:  Symbolic of the perpetual torment of the enemy denoting punishment.  

The judgement of God. 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 9:10; 17-18; 14:10; 19:20 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Deuteronomy 29:23; Luke 17:29-30 

BUYING & SELLING:  To conduct spiritual business 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 13:17 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Proverbs 23:23; Matthew 13:44-46 
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C 
CALF:  Symbolic of sacrifice 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 4:7 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Leviticus 1:2-3; Ezekiel 1:10; Hebrews 9:6-26 

CAMP OF THE SAINTS:  The universal Church of God 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 20:9 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Joel 2:11 

CANDLESTICK:  The Church of God 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 1:12-13, 20; 11:4 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Zechariah 4:2; Matthew 5:14-16 

CAPTAINS:  Symbolic of militant leaders and false prophets. 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 19:18 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Judges 4:2; 11:6, 11; Hebrews 2:10 

Note that Jesus is the Captain of the Church 

CHAIN:  The New Testament saints of God.  Symbolically the Word of God and 

representing both its sovereignty and captivity or binding. 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 9:14; 20:1 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Judges 16:21; 2 Samuel 3:34; Psalm 149:8; Proverbs 1:9; 

Jeremiah 39:7; Ezekiel 16:11 

CHILDREN OF ISRAEL:  The New Testament saints of God 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 2:14; 21:12 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Romans 2:28; Galatians 3:28-29 

CITY:  Denotes both the true Church of God and the false Church 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 18:16; 21:2 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Matthew 5:14; Hebrews 12:18-24 

The last chapters of Revelation shall a comparison of two cities, Jerusalem and 

Babylon. 

CLOUD:  Symbolically representing both the glory of God and also the souls of the 

Saints. 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 1:7; 10:1; 11:12; 14:14-16 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Exodus 40:35; 2 Chronicles 5:14; Hebrews 12:1-2 

COLD:  A complete lack of fervour for the things of God. 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 3:15-16 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Matthew 24:12 
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CRAFTSMAN:  Symbolic of those with spiritual gifts or abilities 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 18:22 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Exodus 35:30-35 

 

CROWN:  Denotes victory, triumph, dignity and honour 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 6:2; 12:1; 19:12 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: 1 Chronicles 20:2; 2 Timothy 4:8 

 
Notes 
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D 
DARKNESS:  Symbolic of spiritual blindness, ignorance and affliction 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 8:12; 16:10 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Isaiah 9:2; 1 John 2:8 

DAY STAR:  The Bright and Morningstar representing Christ, the Sun of Righteousness 

 REFERENCE: Malachi 4:2 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: 2 Peter 1:19 

DENS:  False religious habitations or religious hideouts 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 6:15 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Judges 6:2; Jeremiah 16:16; Matthew 21:13 

DEW:  The Word of God in its gentleness.  See also "Hail" 

 REFERENCE: Deuteronomy 32:2 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Psalm 133  

DOGS:  Symbolic of religious apostates and backsliders 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 22:15 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Proverbs 26:11; Matthew 7:6; Philippians 3:1-2; 2 Peter 2:22 

DOOR:  The way opened to discover what previously was closed.  Christ is the door 

to the Church. 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 6:1 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: John 10:9 

DRAGON:  Paganism as promoted by heathen Rome.  The 7 heads are forms of 

government; the 10 horns are kings or kingdoms into which Rome was divided.  The 

tail of the Dragon is Protestantism lashing out its false doctrines in the guise of "a wolf 

in sheep's clothing". 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 12:3-4; 13:3; 16:13; 17:12; 20:2 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Daniel 2; Matthew 7:15; Revelation 13:11 

DRUNKEN:  Symbolically represents those who are intoxicated with false doctrines, 

idolatry, superstition, worldly pleasures and its influences.   

 REFERENCE: Revelation 17:6 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Isaiah 28:6-13; Jeremiah 51:7-8; Daniel 5; 1 Thessalonians 5:4-7 

 
Notes 
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E 

EARTH:  Symbolically the unregenerated and in particular Protestantism  

 REFERENCE: Revelation 7:3; 12:16; 14:3 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Jeremiah 22:29; John 3:31; 1 Corinthians 15:47-49 

EARTHQUAKE:  The quaking of earthly things under the power of God.  A spiritual 

shaking or awakening.   

 REFERENCE: Revelation 6:12; 8:5; 11:13, 19 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Haggai 2:6-7; Acts 2:37-41; 16:25-34; Hebrews 12:27 

EAST:  The direction from which comes light, truth and wisdom 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 7:2; 16:12  

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Numbers 2:3; Malachi 4:2; Matthew 2:1-2 

EGYPT:  Symbolically the spiritual bondage of God's people being held in false religion.   

 REFERENCE: Revelation 11:8 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Exodus 1:8-14; 20:1-2 

EUPHRATES:  Spiritually represents Babylon is polluted river of life.  It is rightfully 

the river of death. 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 9:14; 16:12 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Jeremiah 51:63-64 

EYES:  in relation to the Church represents intelligence knowledge and skill and the 

Holy Spirit.  The all seeing eyes of the Spirit of God 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 4:6; 5:6 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: 1 Peter 3:12 

EYESALVE:  Obtaining spiritual vision through Christ  

 REFERENCE: Revelation 3:18 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: John 9:6-11; And Ephesians 1:18 

 
Notes 
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F 
FALSE PROPHET:  Symbolises the apostate Protestant system of false religions  

 REFERENCE: Revelation 13:11; 16:13 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Matthew 7:15-20 

FAMINE:  The extreme scarcity of God's truth 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 18:8 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Amos 8:11 

FAN:  The Word in its capacity to separate the true from the false  

 REFERENCE: Matthew 3:12  

 CROSS-REFERENCE:  

FEET:  The means by which the Gospel spread 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 1:15 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Isaiah 52:7; Romans 10:15; And Ephesians 6:15 

FINE LINEN:  Symbolises righteousness, purity and holiness 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 19:8, 14 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Exodus 28: 39-43; Isaiah 64:6 

FIRE:  Symbolic of the Holy Spirit and His power to burn by the Word. 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 8:5-8; 9:17; 15:2 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Jeremiah 23:29; Malachi 3:2; Matthew 3:11; Acts 2:3 

FIRE AND BRIMSTONE:  God's unmitigated wrath. 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 9:17; 14:10 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Genesis 19:24; Psalm 11:6; and Ezekiel 38:22; Luke 17:29 

FIRSTFRUITS:  The Lord's portion 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 14:4 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Exodus 22:29; Leviticus 2:12; Proverbs 3:9 

FIRST RESURRECTION:  Symbolises the new birth, regeneration or born-again 

experience 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 20:6 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: John 5:24-25; the Ephesians 2:1-6 

FIVE MONTHS:  150 years fallen Protestantism from AD 1730 to 1880  

 REFERENCE: Revelation 9:5, 10 

 CROSS-REFERENCE:  

FLESH:  in the spiritual realm "eating the flesh" means believing and receiving the 

false doctrine of man or the true doctrine of Christ 
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 REFERENCE: Revelation 19:17-18 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Deuteronomy 20:14; John 6:53-58 

 

FOREHEAD:  Symbolises the mind.  A public confession of religion; to have the mark 

or name is to have the doctrines in the mind; "in the hand" is to have fellowship with 

sectarian teaching of division.  Indoctrination. 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 7:3; 13:16; 14:1 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Ezekiel 3:8-9; Hebrews 8:10 

FORNICATION:  Unfaithfulness to Christ and His Word.  Illicit joining together for 

fellowship and worship.  God's indictment against Babylon is religion, calling itself 

Christianity is "fornication" of the Word. 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 2:21; 14:8; 17:4 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: 2 Chronicles 21:11; Ezekiel 16:1-2, 14-17, 29 

FORTY AND TWO MONTHS:  1260 years using "each day for a year" from Ezekiel 4:6.  

This is the same as time, times and half a time.  The period from AD 270 to 1530.   

 REFERENCE: Revelation 13:5 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Ezekiel 4:6, Revelation 11:3, Revelation 12:6 

FOUNDATION (OF NEW JERUSALEM):  Judgment   

 REFERENCE: Revelation 21:14, 19-20 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Exodus 28:15-21, Isaiah 9:6-7 

FOUNTAINS AND RIVERS:  Symbolises the experiences of salvation  

 REFERENCE: Revelation 7:17; 8:10; 16: 4 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Jeremiah 2:13; John 4:14; 7:37-39 

FOUR BEASTS:  (beast from Greek word zoon) The correct translation is "four living 

creatures" representing the redeemed of all ages.   

 REFERENCE: Revelation 4:8-9; 5:6, 8, 11-14 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Ezekiel 1:5-6 

FOWLS:  Symbolise false spirits and in particular rebellious spirits. 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 18:2; 19:17 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Job 28:7; Matthew 13: 4, 19; 24:28 

FROGS:  Symbolise unclean spirits that are behind Paganism, Roman Catholicism, and 

Protestantism. 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 16:13 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Ezekiel 8:1-15; Psalm 78:45 
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Notes
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G 
GARMENTS:  Symbolise the spiritual condition.  White means purity and scarlet 

means sinful   

 REFERENCE: Revelation 3:4; 16:15 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Exodus 28:2; Isaiah 61:3, 10; Zachariah 3:1-4; Matthew 22:11; 1 

Peter 5:5; Jude 23 

GATES OF HELL:  Symbolise false churches or ways.  

 REFERENCE: Matthew 16:18 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Matthew 7: 13 

GENTILES:  In the natural, all who are not of the Jewish race.  Spiritually it represents 

all who are not born-again irrespective of physical race; all who are not spiritual Jews.   

 REFERENCE: Revelation 11:2 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Romans 2:28-29; 1 Corinthians 12:2; Ephesians 2:11, 19 

GIFTS:  Offices and honours in religious affairs; abilities.  True gifts come from the 

Holy Spirit   

 REFERENCE: Revelation 11:10 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Deuteronomy 16:19; Proverbs 17:23; 25:14; Ephesians 4:8 

GLASS:  God's word used as a mirror  

 REFERENCE: Revelation 15:2 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Exodus 38:8; James 1:23  

GOLD:  A precious metal; therefore spiritually represents something precious and 

valuable  

 REFERENCE: Revelation 3:18; 4:4; 18:12 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Job 28:1-17; Isaiah 13:12; Acts 20:33; 1 Peter 1:7 

GRAPES:  Symbolically a rebellious people.  Clusters may mean nations. 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 14:18 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Isaiah 5:2-4 

GRASS:  Symbolically represents people and in particular the unconverted. 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 8:7 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Isaiah 40:6-8; 1 Peter 1:24 

GREAT CHAIN:  God's Word used in the power of the Holy Spirit to bind and restrain. 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 20:1 
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 CROSS-REFERENCE: Psalm 149:5-9; Proverbs 1:7-9 

The chain is a fitting symbol for God's Word, as it displays a close interrelationship between individual 

truths and how they are beautifully linked together.  See Isaiah 20 8:10 

GREAT CITY:  Literally the ancient city of "Great Babylon", but symbolically the 

apostate Church.   

 REFERENCE: Revelation 18:16 

 CROSS-REFERENCE:  

 
Notes
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H 
HAIL:  Literally is solidified water symbolically representing the solid truth  

 REFERENCE: Revelation 8:7; 11:19; 16:21 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Isaiah 28:17; 30:30 

HAIR:  A woman's glory 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 9:8 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: 1 Corinthians 11:15 

HALF HOUR:  Symbolically a short period of time. 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 8:1 

 CROSS-REFERENCE:  

HARLOT:  and unmarried woman living in fornication often bearing children by 

various men.  The Roman Catholic church is referred to as the "great whore " and also 

"the mother of harlots" referring to the various protestants groups who are her 

offspring. 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 17:1, 5 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Isaiah 1:21; Jeremiah 2:20-25; Ezekiel 23; Hosea 3; 4:15 

HARP:  Accompanies victory and praise; rejoicing because of salvation; music in the 

soul. 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 5:8; 14:2 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: 1 Chronicles 25:3; Psalm 43:4; 137:2; Ephesians 5:19-20 

HARVEST:  The harvesting of souls.  Gathering by the Word for judgement 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 14:15 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Joel 3:9-14; Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 

HEAD (S):  Leadership or forms of government.   

 REFERENCE: Revelation 9:19; 13:2-3; 17:9-10 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Exodus 18:25; Numbers 1:16; Daniel 2:38; 1 Corinthians 11:3; 

Ephesians 5:23 

Both the Dragon and the Beast had seven heads.  Rome was the seat of the Dragon, which seat he 

gave to papal Rome in Revelations 13:2 
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HEAVEN:  Symbolically the "heavenly realm" of the Church on earth.  An exalted 

position. 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 12:1; 20:11; 21:1 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Ephesians 1:3; 2:6; 2 Timothy 4:18 

 

HIDDEN MANNA:  The deep and hidden mysteries of God's Word 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 2:17 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Exodus 16:12-15, 32-36; John 6:31-35; 1 Corinthians 2:7 

HOLY CITY:  The New Jerusalem; the Church of God   

 REFERENCE: Revelation 11:2; 21:2; 22:19 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Galatians 4: 26; Hebrews 12:22 

HORN (S):  Symbolically represent political and religious power. 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 5:6; 12:3; 17:3 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Daniel 7:20-21; Daniel 8; Luke 1:69 

HORSES:  Literally is.  Warfare; militant spirits.  The prevailing spirit of the people 

carrying out their purposes eyes for good or bad, which are designated by the colour of 

the horse.   

 REFERENCE: Revelation 6:2-8; 9:17; 19:19-21 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Job 39:19-25; Proverbs 21:31; Jeremiah 6:23; 8:6; Zechariah 

6:1-8 

HORSES BRIDLE:  Denotes fervency of spirit for the things of God. Symbolically 

represents ministers or a guiding powers.   

 REFERENCE: Revelation 14:20 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: James 3:2-3 

HOT:  Denotes fervency of spirit for the things of God.   

 REFERENCE: Revelation 3:15-16 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Matthew 24:12; Acts 18:25; Romans 12:11 

 
Notes
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I 
IDOLATERS:  Symbolises those who practise false religion or sect worshippers.   

 REFERENCE: 21:8; 22-15 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Exodus 20:1-6; Daniel 3; Acts 16:17-32; Romans 1:21-23 

IMAGE OF THE BEAST:  Protestantism.   

 REFERENCE: Revelation 13:11, 15 

 CROSS-REFERENCE:  

INCENSE:  Prayer-Worship; preparation to preach the Gospel to the world 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 8:3-5 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Psalm 141:2 

IRON:  Symbolic something hard, strong and unbreakable   

 REFERENCE: Revelation 2:27; 9:9; 12:5 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Joshua 17:16; 1 Kings 22:11; Psalm 2:9; Daniel 2:31-42 

ISLANDS:  Symbolically represents creeds and doctrines of men; independent religious 

groups; dry places. 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 6:14; 16:20 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Isaiah 11:10-12; Zephaniah 2:8-11 

 
Notes
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J 
JEWELS:  Symbolically represents the Scriptures and truths.  In Babylon's case they 

have been stolen. 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 17:4 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Isaiah 61:10 

JEWS:  The true saints of God 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 2:9; 3:9 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Romans 2:28, 29; 9:8 

JERUSALEM:  A literal city in Judea, but also his symbolically the true character of 

God. 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 21:2 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Psalm 48:1-3; 87:3; Galatians 4:26; Hebrews 12:22 

 
Notes
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K 
KEY:  The means of entry; unlock. 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 9:1; 20:1 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Judges 3:25; Luke 11: 52 

KEYS:  The Word of God and the Spirit of God.  Unlock.  We are "bound" by the 

Gospel if we reject it and we are "loosed" by the Gospel if we accept and obey it. 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 1:18 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Matthew 16:19 

 
Notes
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L 
LAMB:  Christ (Sacrifice). 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 5:6, 8, 12, 13; 12:11; 14:1-4; 21:9; 22:1 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Isaiah 53:7; John 1: 29, 36; 1 Peter 1:19 

LAMB-LIKE BEAST:  Protestantism 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 13:11-17 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Matthew 7:15-20 

LAMP-BURNING:  Symbolically represents salvation 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 8:10 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Isaiah 62:1; Matthew 25:1 

LEOPARD-LIKE BEAST:  Represents Papalism; Catholicism-spotted showing sin 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 13:1-8 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Jeremiah 13:23; Ephesians 5:25-27; Jude 23  

LIGHT:  Christ (Sacrifice).  Christ is the true light.  The city of God does not need any 

other light accept the light that radiates from Christ through His word. 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 21:11, 23 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: John 1:9 

LIGHTNING:  Light or enlightening on God's Word 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 4:5; 8:5; 16:18  

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Psalm 77:18; 97:4 

LINEN:  Symbolic of the spiritual clothing of the people of God.  A symbol of 

righteousness; moral purity. 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 3:5; 15:6; 19:6-8 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Isaiah 64:6 

LION:  Symbolic of a strong and aggressive conqueror.  A symbol of false prophets 

and also a symbol of Christ as "the Lion of the tribe of Judah". 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 4:7; 5:5; 9:17 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Judges 14:8, 18 Proverbs 28:1; 30:30, Ezekiel 22:25 

LOCUST:  Symbolic of false ministry; false doctrine. 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 9:3, 7  



  
Page 24 

 
  

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Exodus 10:12-14; Nahum 3:16-18 

 
Notes
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M 
MAN CHILD:  Symbolic of new converts. 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 12:5 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Mark 10:15-16; Ephesians 2:11-15 

MANNA:  Represents the Word of God. 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 2:17  

 CROSS-REFERENCE: John 6:49-51 

MERCHANTS:  False ministers.  Symbolically represents those who make benefit by 

trading false religion.  This can both be from monetary gain or recognition. 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 18:3, 11, 23 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Hosea 12:7; 1 Timothy 6:3-10; 2 Peter 2:3; Jude 16 

MICHAEL:  Christ. 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 12:7 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Daniel 12:1; Jude 9 

MOON:  Symbolic for the Old Testament (Covenant); Old Testament light. 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 6:12; 8:12; 12:1; 21:23 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Deuteronomy 33:13-14; Isaiah 30:26 

MORNING STAR:  Symbolic of the morning light or morning ministers, also Jesus 

Christ. 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 2:28; 22: 16 

 CROSS-REFERENCE:  

MOUNTAINS:  Sectarian mountains of worship; places of worship; churches. 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 6:14-15; 8:8; 16:20 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Isaiah 2:2; John 4:19-23; Hebrews 12:18-23 

MOUNT SINAI:  Represents the Old Covenant and natural Israel 

 REFERENCE: 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Exodus 19:20; Galatians 4:24; Hebrews 12:18 

MOUNT ZION:  Christ.  Represents the New Covenant and spiritual Israel 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 14:1 
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 CROSS-REFERENCE: Psalm 48; Obadiah 17; Hebrews 12:18-23  

 
Notes
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N 
NAKED:  Lacking in divine grace. 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 3:17-18; 16:15 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Genesis 3:1-10 

NEW JERUSALEM:  Represents the Church of God 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 3: 12; 21:2, 10 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Galatians 4:26; Hebrews 12:22 

 
Notes
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O 
ODOURS:  The prayers of God's people descend to His throne combined with 

adoration and praise. 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 5:8 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Amos 5:21; Ephesians 5:2 

OIL:  A symbol of the Holy Spirit; abundance. 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 6:6; 18:13 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Exodus 30:24-33; Ezekiel 16:13; Acts 4:27; 10:38; Hebrews 1:9 

OLIVE TREES:  Symbolic of the Word and the Spirit; the two Witnesses. 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 11:1-4 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Zechariah 4:6 

ONE THOUSAND TWO HUNDRED AND THREESCORE DAYS:  1260 years 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 11:3; 12:6 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Daniel 4:25; 12:7 

ONE THOUSAND YEARS:  Signifies long period of time of Papal darkness. 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 20:6 

 CROSS-REFERENCE:  

 
Notes
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P 
PALE:  Represents the colour of a corpse 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 6:8 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Isaiah 29:22; Jeremiah 30:6 
And reference to Jeremiah 30:6, it is said that woman comes nine And death when 

bringing forth offspring.  It should also be noted that when one turns pale it is due 

to the lack of blood 

PEARLS:  Symbolic of precious truths. Also symbolic of Jesus Christ who is the pearly 

gate that grants us access to the Kingdom. 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 17:4; 18:12, 16 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Matthew 7:6; 13:45-46 

PENNY:  Wages paid for a day’s labour 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 6:6 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Matthew 20:2 

PILLAR:  Represents one who has spiritual strength and steadfastness. 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 3:12 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: 1 Kings 7:2-3, 15-22; Acts 20:17-24; Galatians 2:9 

PLAGUE:  Severe fixation caused by the pouring out of God's judgements; truth 

poured out 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 11:6; 16:9, 21; 18:4, 8 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Exodus 7-11; Numbers 16:46-48; Psalm 91:1-10 

PRECIOUS STONES:  Scripture truths; truth of the Word; Twelve tribes of Israel. 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 17:4; 18:12, 16; 21:19 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Exodus 28:17-21, 2 chronicles 3:1-6; Matthew 7:6; 2 Peter 1:4 

PRISON:  Place of restraint or confinement. 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 2:10; 20:7 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Genesis 40:5; Acts 12 

PURE RIVER OF LIFE:  Symbolic of the Spirit of God 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 22:1 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Psalm 46:4; John 7:38-39 
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PURPLE:  The colour of royalty 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 17:4; 18:12, 16 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Judges 8:24-26; Esther 8:15; John 19:1-5 

 
Notes
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R 
RAIN:  Represents pure doctrine from Heaven. 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 11:6 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Deuteronomy 32:2; Isaiah 55:10 

RAINBOW:  God's Covenant with Noah which is symbolic of the New Covenant 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 10:1 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Genesis 9:12-15 

REAP:  The gathering of men's souls 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 14:15-16 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Matthew 13:30, 39; John 4:38 

RED:  Indicates sinfulness. 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 6:4; 12:3 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Isaiah 1:18 

REED:  Represents God's Word used as a measuring tool; the Bible is the golden reed. 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 11:1; 21:15 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Ezekiel 40:3-8; 42:16-20; 2 Corinthians 10:12 

RIVERS:  Represents multitudes of people. 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 8:10; 9:14; 17:15 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Psalm 18:4; 65:7; Isaiah 8:7-8 Jeremiah 51:42, 55 

ROCK:  Represents Christ, the good foundation.. 

 REFERENCE: 1 Corinthians 10:4 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Psalm 18:2; Matthew 7:24 

ROCKS:  Symbolic for false refuges and hiding places. 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 6:15-16 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Psalm 18:31; Jeremiah 16:16-17 

ROD:  Represents God's word used for correction and discipline. 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 11:1; 12:5 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Proverbs 13:24; 23:13-14; 1 Corinthians 4:21 
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S 
SACKCLOTH AND ASHES:  Symbolic of extreme mourning 

REFERENCE: Revelation 11:3 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Esther 4:1-3; Jonah 3:5-8 

SCARLET:  Symbolic of the Papal church and her work of persecution of the people of 

God; sinfulness 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 17:3-4; 18:12, 16 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Isaiah 1:18 

SEA:  Symbolises the wicked and especially religious professors; Papalism. 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 8:8; 13:1 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Isaiah 57:20-21; Jude 13 

SEA OF GLASS:  Symbolises the Word of God 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 4:6; 15:2 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: James 1:23 

SEAT:  Represents power and authority; the centre of ecclesiastical all political power. 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 13:2; 16:10 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Matthew 23:1-2 

SEALS:  Represents locks; revealed mysteries.   

 REFERENCE: Revelation 5:5; 6:1-12; 10:4 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Isaiah 29:11-12; Matthew 13:11-17 

SEVEN CANDLESTICKS:  Represents the Church during each of the seven periods of 

the Gospel day 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 1:12-13, 20; 2:1 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Exodus 25:37; Zechariah 4:2 

SEVEN SEALS:  Seven periods of time throughout the Gospel day 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 5:5; 6:1-12; 10:4 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Isaiah 29:11-12; Matthew 13:11-17 

SEVEN TRUMPETS:  The predominant message from Heaven in each of the seven 

periods of the gospel day. 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 8:6 
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 CROSS-REFERENCE: See trumpets 

 

SEVEN VIALS:  Judgement against the false doctrine; the wrath of God 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 15:7; 16:1-20; 17:1; 21:9 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Romans 1:16-20 

SHARP SICKLE:  Symbolises God's Word used as a reaping tool. 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 14:17, 19 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Hebrews 4:12 

SHIPS:  Symbolically represented ministers. 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 18:17 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Proverbs 31:14; and Ezekiel 30:9; 1 Timothy 1:18-20 

SIGNIFY:  To make known by signs or symbols. 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 1:1 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Revelation 10:4 

SILENCE:  Represents a failure to preach or rejoice in God's judgements; God's voice 

not heard on the earth. 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 8:1 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Isaiah 62:6 

SMOKE:  A symbol of the glory of God. 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 9:2; 15:8 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Isaiah 6:1-4 

SODOM:  Represents sin; homosexuality. 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 11:8 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Genesis 13:13; 18:20; 2 Peter 2:6-9 

SONG OF MOSES IN THE LAMB:  The experience of deliverance from sin and false 

religion. 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 15:3 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Exodus 15 

SPIRITS:  immortal beings.   

 REFERENCE: Revelation 3:1; 5:6 



  
Page 35 

 
  

 CROSS-REFERENCE:  

STARS:  Represents ministers or messengers both good and bad. 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 1:16, 20; 8:10-11; 9:1 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Daniel 12:3; Jude 13 

STREET:  Represents a place of business or movement. 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 11:8 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Nehemiah 8:1; Proverbs 1:20; Isaiah 59:14; Matthew 6:5 

SUN:  Represents the light of the New Covenant; Christ is the true light 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 6:12-13; 8:12; 16:8 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Isaiah 30:26; Malachi 4:2; John 1:9 

SWORD:  Symbolically represents the Word of God used to overcome. 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 1:16; 2:12; 6:4; 19:15 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Ephesians 6:17; Hebrews 4:12 

 
Notes
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T 

TABERNACLE:  The true church of God  

 REFERENCE: Revelation 13:6; 15:5 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Hebrews 8:2 

TAIL:  The latter part or end; Protestantism is the tale of the Dragon. 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 9:10, 19; 12:4 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Isaiah 9:14-16 

TALENT:  The weight of the candlestick; full Gospel light and truth. 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 16:21 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Exodus 25:37-39 

TEETH:  Represents the power to crush and devour. 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 9:8 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Daniel 7:7 

TEMPLE:  The dwelling place of God, the Church of God 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 3:12; 15:8 

 CROSS-REFERENCE:1 Corinthians 6:19 Ephesians 2:20-22 

TENTH PART:  Is the tithe or firstfruits 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 11:13 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Leviticus 27:26-32; Isaiah 6:13 

THEFTS:  Symbolic for sect building; to invent and build your own church to steal 

God's authority glory. 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 9:21 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: John 10:1, 8 

THRONE:  The Church of God where God rules from and Judgment is issued. 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 4 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Psalm 89:14, Acts 7:49-50, Isaiah 16:5  

THUNDER:  The voice of God; the sounding forth of revealed truth. 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 6:1; 10:4 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Exodus 19:16-18; Psalm 18:13 

TIMES, TIMES AND HALF A TIME:  1260 years. 
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 REFERENCE: Revelation 12:14 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Daniel 4:25; 12:7 

TRAVAILING:  Symbolically represents the Church soul burden for the lost world and 

anxiety to see people saved. 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 12:2 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Isaiah 66:7-8  

TREES:  Symbolically represent religious people; the tree of life is Christ. 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 2:7; 22:2 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Psalm 1:3 Isaiah 55:12; Isaiah 61:3 

TRUMPETS:  Symbolically represents the voice of a prophet; the voice of the ministry 

the Church of God sounding out messages of awakening, alarm and warnings of 

judgement. 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 1:10; 4:1; 8:2-13 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Numbers 10:1-10; Isaiah 58:1; Joel 2:1; 1 Corinthians 14:8 

TWELVE:  Perfect Rulership 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 21:12-21; 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Genesis 14:4 

TWO OLIVE TREES:  Represents the Word and the Spirit of God; the two witnesses. 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 11:1-4 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Zechariah 4:1-6, 14 

TWO WITNESSES:  Represents the Word of the Spirit; the two olive trees. 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 11:3 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Matthew 24:14; Romans 8:16 

 
Notes
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V 

VIALS:  Judgement against the false doctrine; the wrath of God 
 REFERENCE: Revelation 15:7; 16:1-20; 17:1; 21:9 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Romans 1:16-20 

VINE:  Christ is the true Vine and all saved people are the branches. 

 REFERENCE: John 15:1 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Genesis 49:10-11; Isaiah 4:2 

VINE OF THE EARTH:  Symbolic of Papalism and clusters being Protestantism. 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 14:18-19 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Jeremiah 2:21; John 15:1 

VIRGINS:  Represents those who are spiritually pure. 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 14:4 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Matthew 25:1; 2 Corinthians 11:2 

VOICE:  The means of sending forth and rejoicing in God's judgements; the means of 

making God's will known. 

When one's experience has become contaminated of compromise apostasy, he loses 

his voice, and thus entering into silence. 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 4:5; 8:5; 11:15 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Isaiah 58:1; John 10:3-5; Acts 13:27 

 
Notes
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W 
WATCHMAN:  Symbolic of a minister or ministry of the church of God. 

 REFERENCE: Isaiah 52:8; Jeremiah 6:17; Ezekiel 33 

 CROSS-REFERENCE:  

WATERS:  Symbolic for peoples; nations; tongues; multitudes. 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 17:15 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Isaiah 17:12-13 

WHEAT:  Represents God's Word as food; also the children of God. 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 6:6 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Psalm 147:11-20; Matthew 3:12 

WHITE:  Represents purity and holiness. 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 3:5; 7:14 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Psalm 51:7; Isaiah 1:18; Daniel 12:10 

WHITE CLOUD:  A great company and a pure and holy combining their labours to 

bring peace to the souls of men. 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 14:14 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Ezekiel 38:9-16; Hebrews 12:1 

WHORE:  Represents false worshippers; the false church; church that has forsaken 

Christ as her husband and is taken up with the kings of the earth; this is reference to 

the Catholic Church as the mother and her apostate Protestant daughters. 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 17:15-16; 19:2 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Leviticus 20:1-6; Jeremiah 13:27; Hosea 1:2; 4:10-19 

WIDOW:  Symbolic of being desolate and forsaken 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 18:7 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Isaiah 47:1-11; Lamentations 1:1 

WIFE:  Represents God's Church; the bride of Christ. 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 19:7; 21:9 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Ephesians 5:22-33 

WILDERNESS:  Represents a place of obscurity; symbolising the "true church" in 

obscurity during the dark age period of 1260 years from AD 270 to 1530 
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 REFERENCE: Revelation 12:6; 17:3 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Deuteronomy 8:15-16 

WINDS:  Represents spirit or spiritual influences, particularly false spirits and 

doctrines. 

Note; on the day of Pentecost, the holy spirit came as a rushing mighty "wind".  See 

John 3:8 and Acts 2:2.  All doctrine is, whether true or false conveyed by the spirit 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 6:13; 7:1 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Ephesians 4:14; Jude 12; Hebrews 13:9  

WINE:  Represents those false doctrine and God's judgements 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 14:10; 17:2 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Proverbs 20:1 

WINEPRESS:  God's judgements, the Word of God put on men to expose his deeds. 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 14:19; 19:15 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Isaiah 63:3, 6 

WINGS:  Represent deliverance and speed. 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 4:8; 12:14 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Exodus 19:4; Jeremiah 48:9 

WOMAN:  Represents purity and holiness.  Symbolically represents "church" 

whether true or false. 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 12:1; 17:1-5 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Isaiah 4:1; Matthew 25:1; 2 Corinthians 11:2 

WORMWOOD:  symbolically represents bitterness 

 REFERENCE: Revelation 8:11 

 CROSS-REFERENCE: Deuteronomy 29:18-19; Proverbs 5:3-4; Lamentations 3:15; 

Hebrews 12:15 

 
Notes
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REVELATION EXPLAINED  

The Revelation of Jesus Christ is God's message to the church and therefore to be 

understood in our day.  It is not a literal book, but given to us in signs or symbols. 

 

Revelation 1:1  
1The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto him, to shew unto his 

servants things which must shortly come to pass; and he sent and signified it by 

his angel unto his servant John:   

¶ 1) The Greek word for signified is semaino, which means "expressing by signs, to 

make known, to give a sign."  

¶ Webster's New World Dictionary states that a sign is a "mark or a symbol having 

a specific meaning."  

¶ The word sign comes from the Latin word signum, and the original Anglo-Saxon 

word means "token." A token is something serving as a symbol. Thus, the word 

signified means "made known by symbol and figure."  

¶ Symbolic language is used because men in a lost condition, according to the 

Bible, are deaf and blind; they cannot comprehend spiritual things. First 

Corinthians 2:14 tells us, "But the natural man receiveth not the things of the 

Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, 

because they are spiritually discerned." If God ever gets spiritual truth to a 

natural man, He has to use a parable. He has to bring spiritual things down to an 

earthly level where man can understand.  

¶ Figurative language is not confined just to the Revelation. It is used throughout 

the Bible to teach spiritual lessons. This is how we answer all the symbols in 

Revelation. For every symbol there is another Scripture in the Bible that will let 

us know what the symbol represents.  

¶ Words may be interpreted in many different ways, but symbols cannot. There is 

only one meaning when a symbol is used.  
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A FEW FACTS THAT WILL HELP YOU IN YOUR STUDIES: 

¶ The Book of Revelation is not the revelation of John, but of Jesus Christ.  

¶ The purpose of the Revelation was to "reveal."  

¶ The Revelation letter addresses a select group of people.  

¶ The Book of Revelation is written in symbolic language.  

¶ The agent of the Revelation is not a celestial being.  

¶ The Book of Revelation includes events of the past, present, and future.  

¶ The Book of Revelation is written in seven series.  

 Series One: Chapters 1-3 are the letters to the seven churches in Asia, or 

letters that cover seven periods of time.  

 Series Two: Chapters 4 and 5 are a vision of God's throne, the government 

of the church and the opening of God's plan of salvation.  

 Series Three: Chapters 6-11 show the opening of the seven seals and the 

consequences that follow.  

 Series Four: Chapter 12 portrays the parental phase of the church, 

showing 1) the pure woman, the church, bringing forth her new converts 

and 2) the power of pagan Rome working in that day to devour those 

converts.  

 Series Five: Chapters 13-19 show the false systems of religion brought 

forth by the devil and how the church overcame them.  

 Series Six: Chapter 20 is a series in itself, picturing the binding and the 

loosing of the dragon.  

 Series Seven: Chapters 21 and 22 give a clear vision of the church in the 

evening time, letting us see that she is just as complete, perfect, and 

powerful in the evening time as she was in the morning time.  
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